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Lightwoods Park Public Exhibition – 9 May 2012 

As part of the early works at the development stage of Lightwoods Park and House Restoration project a public 

exhibition was held on 9th May 2012 at between 4pm and 7pm at Thimblemill Library. The exhibition was promoted 

through the local press and Lightwoods Park blog and overall, approximately 25 people attended. The poor weather 

may have deterred some people from attending. Consultees attending the exhibition were invited to discuss the 

proposals with the consultant team and participate in a series of exercises across a number of display boards. 

 

Demographics 

 

The majority of consultees were female (61%) and two thirds (66.7%) were aged over 45 years old. This suggests 

an overrepresentation of this age group and females compared to demographics of the local area. Over 90% of 

consultees described themselves as White British. Those attending the exhibition were also asked to provide their 

full postcode and Figure 1 illustrates the location consultees in relation to the Park. This shows that the majority of 

consultees lived within a relatively short distance of Lightwoods Park. 
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Lightwoods Park  

 

 

Those attending the public exhibition were given a list of proposed improvements to Lightwoods Park based on the 

Round One Heritage Lottery Fund bid and were asked to indicate which 5 improvements they felt were most 

important. The chart above illustrates that consultees felt that creating an outdoor café seating area (17.6%) and 

restoring the Shakespeare Garden (16.8%) were the most important proposed improvements. Restoring the 

bandstand (11.8%) and providing better children’s play provision (10.9%) were also popular projects, attracting 

double the amount of votes compared to 5th most popular improvement, the creation of a designated events area. 
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Lightwoods House 

 

 

Consultees were then shown a list of proposed uses or functions for Lightwoods House, which originated from public 

feedback at previous consultations. As restoring the house is likely to be a long term development, those attending 

the exhibition were asked to rate their top 3 projects to take place ‘now, soon and later’. Similar to the chart shown 

on the previous page, overwhelming support was given towards the provision of a café, tearoom or restaurant, with 

over 40% feeling that such a facility should be provided either ‘now’ or ‘soon’. A personal interest in local history for 

many consultees resulted in a high level of significance attached to proposals for a museum detailing the history of 

the local area. Few consultees believed that any project should take place ‘later’ and there appeared to be little 

interest in a sensory room, horticultural centre, conference facility, cinema, dance studio or classes. 
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Other Comments 

 

Other comments were invited, which were generally supportive of the project. Comments regarding improvements to 

Lightwoods Park tended to relate to children’s play provision and often stressed the need for a range of facilities for 

children of all ages. In addition, there was some interest in open air theatre events.  

When commenting on proposals for the House, consultees tended to further add their support for the provision of a 

café, tea room or restaurant and stress the importance of flexible spaces within the building. Others indicated that 

they would like to see emphasis on the period features of the House through the restoration. 

General comments highlighted the desire for the local community to become involved in the project, particularly in 

terms of using local creative talent to provide public and community art. 

A full list of comments is provided in the Appendix to this report. 



 6 

Appendix 
The full list of other comments received are shown below: 

Comments on Lightwoods House 

Evening social use bistro / café as well as day time 

Evening bistro in house and all day café 

Restoration of house to include wedding venue 

Edwardian team room NOT corporate council 

Could we have cooking classes for parents of children under 5 to develop their cooking skills 

Could we have taster sessions for parents of children under 5 to experience learning while their children are in 
crèche 

Multi-functional space no need to design for separate functions like classes or conference rooms etc… no need to 
separate out commercial either - we'll need lots of different uses and incomes to make it sustainable 

Retain the kiln and explore the use of the house for glass work 

It would be nice to have a room furnished in period style 

Keep events space flexible 

Comments on Lightwoods Park 

Spaces suitable for special needs e.g. sensory play equipment etc… 

Benching, tables - more seating generally 

High quality, heavy duty play equipment (parks are judged by this!) 

Much-improved children's play areas across the park suitable for under 5's and older children (separate spaces?) 

Playground facilities for a range of ages - under 5's and older children 

No need for standard catalogue furniture - park - we have local creatives who can design site specific work 

I like the fitness area 

I like the bandstand 

Statue to Julie Walters 

Accessible route on the extension 

It's good that the Park is getting used for events - Bearwood Shuffle, Bearwood on Ice, May Day 

Space in Shakespeare Garden for small-scale open-air theatre of all kinds and tastes (not just Shakespeare!) 

Is there room for "nature reserve" type areas? Wider areas of wild flower planting etc… 

A park keeper and gardens team 

Restore both ends of tennis court 

Theatre space for open air events 

General Comments 

Enhance appearance. I feel public art (temporary as well as permanent) - plenty of local creative talent 

Creative elements, public art, murals, mosaics, sculpture, lighting 

Why not have some community led art sessions to make some type mosaics of birds and flowers to remember the 
aviary e.g. the golden pheasant 

Additional facilities for young people to be part of the community 

Run small non-profit hire of equipment - tennis rackets / skateboards, bikes etc 




