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Introduction

This is one of the most exciting moments in the history of 

Lightwoods Park since it was opened up as a public park in 

1903.  Having declined in recent decades under the management 

of Birmingham City Council restoring the house and park to their 

former glory is now the focus of Sandwell Metropolitan Council 

and the local community since the transfer of the park in 

November 2010.

This document has been prepared to evidence the support we This document has been prepared to evidence the support we 

have for the Round 2 application to the Heritage Lottery Fund 

for a grant towards the restoration and improvement of 

Lightwoods Park and House and enhancing the quality of the 

park’s heritage in the medium to long term.  

Lightwoods Park, covering 11.88 ha, is one of the most 

significant, well loved recreation grounds in Sandwell, located on significant, well loved recreation grounds in Sandwell, located on 

the busy Hagley Road West, 5km from Birmingham City Centre, 

it is a key gateway into Sandwell.  The opportunities for 

significantly contributing to the regeneration of Bearwood High 

Street is strong.
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“This project is 
absolutely necessary for 

the engagement of the 

Bearwood community 

and surrounding 

businesses.

It will put Bearwood on It will put Bearwood on 

the map as an area of 

interest to reach a wider 

audience.

Just wish work could 

start immediately!” 

Consultation Roadshow

October 2012October 2012

Community Quotes



It is a landscape with significant historical interest being part of 

the former Lightwoods estate, which comprises of the Grade II 

listed Lightwoods House and associated walled Shakespeare 

Garden, two ornamental drinking fountains and the beautiful 

Grade II listed bandstand.  Both Lightwoods House and the 

bandstand are listed on the Schedule of Historic Buildings, bandstand are listed on the Schedule of Historic Buildings, 

Structures and Parks protected by Statutory Designation and are 

deemed to be buildings "at risk".

The park is the main recreation ground in Bearwood, for active 

sport as well as passive recreation needs. 

The historic importance of Lightwoods is appreciated by the 

community and the park is valued by individuals and generations community and the park is valued by individuals and generations 

of families in different ways: for recreation for all ages, 

socialising, children’s play, wheeled sports, family picnics, dog 

walking, football, enjoyment of the walled gardens, rest and 

relaxation, as a pleasant cut through, into and out of Bearwood 

and for school educational visits. 

Park events and activities organised jointly by Sandwell MBC and Park events and activities organised jointly by Sandwell MBC and 

the Friends of Lightwoods Park and House have been incredibly 

popular and have attracted large audiences, such events include 

the annual Lightwoods Festival (a family event consisting of 

music, dance, arts and crafts, skate and BMX competitions, 

sporting activities, a fun fair and lots of market stalls) and sporting activities, a fun fair and lots of market stalls) and 

Bearwood On Ice (in which an ice rink is located on the former 

bowling green in front of Lightwoods House), which attract over 

10,000 visitors.  Recent visitor studies have shown that there are 

over 270,000 visits to the park each year.
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“The Park should be 
alive with regular events 

that bring people and 

businesses to the park to 

maintain the interest and 

encourage investment.

The recent events in The recent events in 

Lightwoods Park have 

been great. 

It’s great to know that 

the park will be utilised 

for the benefit of the 

local community.”

Consultation RoadshowConsultation Roadshow

October 2012

Community Quotes



History

In the later part of the 18th Century this was still an area of 

woodland, a feature from which the Lightwoods takes its name. woodland, a feature from which the Lightwoods takes its name. 

No building occupied the site at the Lightwoods until around 

1791 when the house was erected by Jonathan Grundy II 

(1744-1803), a merchant living in Birmingham.  Estate plans 

dated 1820 show the house as a central block, with detached 

wings and having a walled enclosure to the north, a perimeter 

path linked to gateways at the top corners and clear routes to a 

carriage driveway.  carriage driveway.  

In March 1865, Mr. George Caleb Adkins (the wealthy owner of 

a local soap and lead factory) purchased Lightwoods House 

where his family lived until 1902, during this time the original  

parkland was enlarged through purchasing neighbouring farms.

Under the instructions left in George Caleb Adkins will, his wife 

Anne was encouraged to profit from the expanding population of 

Bearwood. The Adkins family accordingly sold areas of their 

estate to a syndicate of developers and from 1888 public works 

contractors were clearing the farmland which lay north of Adkins 

Lane and widening the rural road network. 
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Little is known of the 

original ownership of the 

Lightwoods. Similar to 

nearby Warley Woods it 

was part of an ancient 

tract of woodland and 

likely to have been in 

the lands of Halesowen the lands of Halesowen 

Abbey. 

Before the Industrial 

revolution, Smethwick 

was a thinly populated 

rural area and in 1674 it 

was described as a ‘

discontinued village’ 

strung out along the 

Birmingham – Dudley 
Road. 

Early History



By 1902 the farmland surrounding the Lightwoods estate was 

almost fully developed. Bearwood was a growing community with 

new businesses, shops and facilities with only the original area of 

the Lightwoods House and 16 acres of the immediate parkland 

remaining substantially unaltered and intact whilst available 

building land was becoming scarce.  Following the death of building land was becoming scarce.  Following the death of 

Anne Adkins in 1902, the remaining 14 acres of the surrounding 

parkland was immediately put up for sale and purchased by 

developers.

The catalyst for the saving of Lightwoods was John Weatherhead, The catalyst for the saving of Lightwoods was John Weatherhead, 

the founder of the Bearwood Early Morning Adult School. The 

members of the Adult school agreed to try to save the estate as 

a public park and decided they needed a prestigious figurehead. 

They selected Alexander Macombe Chance, a member of the 

Chance family who owned the famous Smethwick glass 

manufacturing company, Chance Brothers and Co. A public 

meeting called by the Early Morning School was held September meeting called by the Early Morning School was held September 

29th 1902 and a committee formed to save the land. Events 

unfolded rapidly and public donations flowed in which enabled 

the committee to raise the purchase price in excess of £11,000 
within less than four weeks. The committee handed some 16 

acres, 2 roods and 24 poles (6.738 ha) to Birmingham City 

Council as a free gift in November 1902.

The Park was an immediate success and the Council undertook a The Park was an immediate success and the Council undertook a 

number of improvements from late 1902 – 1903, the most 
popular addition was the erection of the bandstand. Further 

donations were received for the installation of a drinking fountain 

in the Park.

The Park was officially opened in June 1903 and already plans The Park was officially opened in June 1903 and already plans 

were in place for a further piece of land across Galton Road as 

an extension to the park.  Over subsequent years the area of the 

park increased by donation or purchase to reach its final size of 

12.36 ha. The annex was developed to include recreation, 

gymnastics and sports as further tennis courts were constructed 

with a pavilion, pathways and a second drinking fountain.

In 1915 as improvements to the park at the ‘Lightwoods’ In 1915 as improvements to the park at the ‘Lightwoods’ 

continued, a suggestion was made that a location should be 

found in the park for a Shakespeare Garden. The theme for the 

Shakespeare Garden was popular and the walled garden at 

Lightwoods was chosen as an ideal site.

During World War I, Lightwoods House was converted to a Red 

Cross Military Hospital and from March 1916, with the 

permission of Birmingham City Council, the part of the premises permission of Birmingham City Council, the part of the premises 
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The bandstand was 

donated by a local man, donated by a local man, 

a Mr Rowland Mason of 

the Birmingham saddlers 

Daniel Mason & Sons 

and installed in 1903, it 

was manufactured by the 

Lion Foundry, 

Kirkintilloch.Kirkintilloch.

Bandstand
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“The park seemed more 
community-based then, 

from before WWII up 

until fairly recently when 

it started going downhill.

Children came here to Children came here to 

grow up. Their childhood 

was bound up with the 

park in many ways. 

Take Sydney Davies for 

example. He was a local example. He was a local 

lad, only 16 when he 

signed up to fight in the 

First World War. He told 

me the story of marching 

towards German machine 

guns and guess what he 

thought about to keep thought about to keep 

himself going? 

Lightwoods Park.”

Sandwell MBC 

Park Open Day

November 2010

Park Memories



previously used for refreshments was converted into 

accommodation for 40 – 50 wounded soldiers. The hospital 
finally closed in 1919 but changing social circumstances meant finally closed in 1919 but changing social circumstances meant 

that the park failed to reach its pre-war popularity. By 1935 the 

cafeé had been reinstated at the front of the house, the other 

side taken up by the Sons of Rest. Park facilities continued to 

expand with a tennis court installed west of the pond by 1938.

 

In the 1950’s, the pool in Lightwoods Park was drained and a In the 1950’s, the pool in Lightwoods Park was drained and a 

piano shaped paddling pool was built in its place. Part of the 

site adjoining Bearwood Road was taken from the park to build 

Bearwood’ Bus Station.  Even though parks in general declined in 

popularity after the 1950’s, Lightwoods continued as a popular 

destination used for picnics and with a comprehensive number of 

organised events, shows and concerts.

In 1971 the Tea and Reading rooms were closed in the house In 1971 the Tea and Reading rooms were closed in the house 

and the property was leased to the stained glass company, John 

Hardman and Co. as a workshop with studios and offices and 

some restoration work was undertaken.

In the 1980’s vandalism increased in the Park. The Sons of Rest 

building and bowling pavilion were burnt down and as a result 

the bowling club relocated and the bowling greens became 

disused. The aviary was also removed around this time but the disused. The aviary was also removed around this time but the 

bandstand was listed in September 1987 and was renovated in 

1991.

Around the beginning of the 1990’s Lightwoods Park hit the 

headlines as the paddling pool was transformed into a skate park 

and the play area revamped as part of the BBC’s Challenge 

Anneka television series.

By the end of the 20th Century the park was under threat with By the end of the 20th Century the park was under threat with 

minimal maintenance and much of the decorative ironwork was 

stolen from the restored bandstand and the tennis courts were 

removed. The Shakespeare Garden was still cared for but was removed. The Shakespeare Garden was still cared for but was 

often locked. When John Hardman and Co. left the premises in 

Lightwoods House in 2007, the Grade II Listed building remained 

empty and became a target for vandalism. In 2009, only one 

permanent member of staff remained and this led to an initiative 

by Sandwell Council to take control of the management of the 

Park and the Lightwoods House. Transfer of park and house from 

Birmingham City Council to Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Birmingham City Council to Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 

Council occurred in November 2010.
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“I used to come here for 
a day out from Winson 

Green in the 1960s. I’’’d 
come with my brothers on 

the number 11 bus and 

we would bring drinks and 

sandwiches. 

It is just as important for It is just as important for 

us now. My wife uses a 

wheelchair and it is very 

difficult using the car. So 

this park is a lifeline. It’’’s 
a calm place where we 

can go out for a quiet 

walk in the fresh air.walk in the fresh air.”

Sandwell MBC

Park Open Day

November 2010

Park Memories



e Park Today

Lightwoods is a classic example of an early 20th Century urban 

park, funded by wealthy patrons to uplift an area and attract the 

right” people. The house and estate is a lovely example of a 

wealthy middle class gentleman’s residence which has survived 

demolition, to cheer and benefit the lives and health of the local 

community not only in the past, but also in the future.

  

Although the park is very popular today, many of its original Although the park is very popular today, many of its original 

features are disused or in disrepair.  These include Lightwoods 

House, the Shakespeare Garden, much of the original footpath 

network, the remains of the tennis courts, sports pitches, the 

bandstand, and two drinking water fountains.  Much needs doing 

to ensuring its long term future and ongoing sustainability.

The physical barriers to the park which people have identified The physical barriers to the park which people have identified 

during the development phase of this project relate to the 

physical arrangements associated with access to the park and the 

location of features within it.  The current derelict condition of 

Lightwoods House prevents any public access to it and this 

needs to be addressed through the restoration project.
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Sandwell MBC are 

committed to the 

development and 

enhancement of enhancement of 

Lightwoods Park and 

supporting the local 

community. This has 

been shown through an 

investment of over 

£500,000 for the park 
and house since and house since 

November 2010 to 

protect the parks heritage 

features whilst developing 

the Round Two Parks for 

People bid. 

Commitment



The excellent partnership between Sandwell MBC, the Friends 

Group and the local community has led to increased activity on 

the park which we hope will continue to grow as the project is 

developed.  The level of community input into the park and the 

project is outstanding, in the 2 years of ownership Sandwell MBC 

have established an active volunteer base for hosting events, 

maintaining the Shakespeare Gardens and marketing the Park and 

House, this will be enhanced in the future as training House, this will be enhanced in the future as training 

opportunities are identified and funded through the bid.

Sandwell MBC’’’ have supported local residents in a journey of 

changing the management of Lightwoods Park and House, 

submitting a Round One Parks for People bid, seeing a Round 

One pass and working through the development stage to 

submitting the Round Two bid. We have reached a diverse 

audience and the level of interest has exceeded expectations.  

Over 900 people have engaged in a range of consultation 

activities during the development phase of the project.  Their 

input has directly shaped the Round Two proposals.  Consultation 

and feedback on the proposals has been extremely strong and 

positive, with overwhelming support for the Lightwoods Park and 

House Restoration Project (mean average score of 9.2 out 10).
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Sandwell Council have 

assisted the community 

in setting up a Friends of 

Lightwoods Park and 

House, of which there 

are currently 475 

members.  Group 

members are raising the members are raising the 

profile of the restoration 

project and also 

discussing matters of 

concern with local 

residents.

Friends



e Park Tomorrow

Sandwell MBC have developed proposals to restore, enhance and 

improve Lightwoods Park and Lightwoods House by obtaining 

views from local residents, park users, local community groups 

and businesses and partner agencies. 

This Round 2 bid demonstrates the communities proposals which 

have been fine tuned during the development stage following the 

advice from the appointed consultant team and further developed 

following the outcomes and recommendations of specialist following the outcomes and recommendations of specialist 

surveys and investigations. 

The outcomes of the development stage is that we now have a 

well informed, comprehensive, cohesive and collaborative set of 

proposals of which many people such as the Friends of 

Lightwoods Park and House, park users, local residents, 

community representatives and other groups, the wider 

community, our partners, local businesses, politicians and many community, our partners, local businesses, politicians and many 

different services within the council have had an input in and 

fully support.
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The Lightwoods Park and 

House Restoration Project 

will meet the 5 Parks for 

People outcomes:

Increasing the range of 

Audiences.
 

Conserving & improving Conserving & improving 

the heritage value.
 

Increasing the range of 

volunteers involved.
 

Improving skills & 

knowledge through knowledge through 

training.
 

Improving management 

& maintenance.

Outcomes



The specific aim behind the proposal is to reverse the physical 

decline of a public Park and Grade II listed house of great 

historical importance to local people and ultimately conserve and 

enhance the historical and environmental character and the 

features.  Conserving the park and house as living assets will 

encourage more people to enjoy and become involved in their 

park.

The restoration of the historical elements of the park will include The restoration of the historical elements of the park will include 

two ornate drinking fountains, a 19th Century Bandstand, the 

Shakespeare Garden including a pond, a fountain, boundary walls 

and railings, recreation of a shelter at the site of the former 

aviary and recreation of a wetland area.  

The restoration will also incorporate footpath and access 

improvements, landscaping improvements, a youth shelter on the improvements, landscaping improvements, a youth shelter on the 

skate park and a new children's play area which is a priority 

within the community.
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A comprehensive 10 

year Management and 

Maintenance Plan for 

Lightwoods Park and 

House has been 

produced in consultation 

with conservation 

advisers.  advisers.  

The intention is to 

achieve a Green 

Heritage Award and a 

Green Flag Award for 

the park.

Green Flag



e House Tomorrow

Lightwoods House will be fully refurbished to incorporated 

community centre principles with a children's centre (for the 

relocation of Bearwood Surestart), training and community areas. relocation of Bearwood Surestart), training and community areas. 

The house will also provide public toilets, a cafe or tea room 

and rooms for exhibitions and displays. The former plant nursery 

area will become a horticultural training centre which will grow 

plants for the park and for the annual ‘Bearwood in Bloom’ 
scheme.  

The first floor will provide rooms for community, conferencing The first floor will provide rooms for community, conferencing 

and commercial use with training rooms.  It is also proposed to 

host weddings from the house in the long room which spans the 

width of the house and offers panoramic views of the park.  This 

room will also provide a space for events such as heritage 

events, vintage fairs and craft fairs, very popular in Bearwood.  

The second floor will be let out for commercial activities The second floor will be let out for commercial activities 

(generally office space).  All of the above will ensure the long 

term financial sustainability of Lightwoods House.
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“I am impressed with the 
proposals for the house 

as I can see an awful lot 

of work has gone into 

this. 

It seems as though the 

proposals really 

reflect both the local reflect both the local 

need and the long term 

sustainability of the 

house.”

Consultation Roadshow

October 2012

Community Quotes



Beyond the capital works we will seek a better understanding of 

and increase the diversity of the park's audiences, provide 

opportunities for volunteers and establish a training programme 

for horticulture primarily targeted at adults with mental health 

issues yet open to all, thus improving the skills of volunteers 

whilst equally providing future skills for employment 

opportunities.

The restoration is seen as a priority both within the local The restoration is seen as a priority both within the local 

community and within the council and the Heritage Lottery Fund 

has recently endorsed this approach by awarding a Round One 

pass.  As a consequence Lightwoods Park has now been 

identified as the next urban park project for Sandwell and it is identified as the next urban park project for Sandwell and it is 

hoped that we can achieve a Round Two pass to enable us to 

meet the needs of the community and restore Lightwoods Park 

and House to their former glory.
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“I think that the 
combination of 

restoration of older 

features mixed with 

facilities reflecting 

today's need is excellent. 

Very supportive of this Very supportive of this 

project, anything to 

improve and bring back 

pride to the park!”

Consultation Roadshow

October 2012

Community Quotes



Letter of Support

The restoration of Lightwoods House and Park follows the 

exciting transfer of the park from Birmingham City Council to 

Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council in November 2010.

Sandwell MBC have developed well considered plans for the 

submission of this Round 2 Parks for People bid.

The aim of this Parks for People”project is to enhance and The aim of this Parks for People”project is to enhance and 

restore the historical elements of Lightwoods Park and protect 

and refurbish the beautiful Grade II listed Lightwoods House 

which is in real need of repair.  The specific aim behind the 

proposal is to reverse the physical decline of a public park and 

Grade II listed house of great historical importance to local 

people.  Conserving the park and house as living assets will 

encourage more people to enjoy and become involved in their encourage more people to enjoy and become involved in their 

local park and community.

This project is like no other–, the level of community involvement This project is like no other–, the level of community involvement 

is astonishing.  The Friends of Lightwoods Park and House were 

established not long after the transfer of the park and the group 

has nearly 500 members.  The community involvement needs to 

be nurtured and developed as local resident interest in 

Lightwoods Park and House bodes very well for future use and 

the sustainability of the project.  

We now have the opportunity to make a real difference to this We now have the opportunity to make a real difference to this 

historic Park and House to re-embrace, restore and re-invigorate 

the heritage within it.

The local community are very passionate about Lightwoods Park 

and House and would like to see them restored to their former 

glory. There is overwhelming local support for this bid.  

I am pledging my support and the Council’’s full backing for this I am pledging my support and the Council’’s full backing for this 

exciting new chapter to the park’s long history.  Along with the 

many stakeholders involved, including the Friends of Lightwoods 

Park and House, local businesses, Surestart, the Primary Care 

Trust, local community groups such as Warley Woods Community 

Trust and Council officers.  

The success of this bid will be welcomed by all, and especially The success of this bid will be welcomed by all, and especially 

the many people who visit the park every year.

Councillor Darren Cooper
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The Leader of 
Sandwell Council,

Cllr Darren Cooper



Letter of Support

When I was a child Lightwoods Park was a great asset to all of When I was a child Lightwoods Park was a great asset to all of 

us in the local community. It was not just a green space; it was 

more like an open air community centre, with some of the 

rooms in the house as a bonus. The park offered many facilities 

including a playground and a pool, bowls and tennis. A sons of 

rest occupied part of the house alongside a tea room. I well 

remember summer days when the park would be heaving with remember summer days when the park would be heaving with 

people.

Then the rot set in. Over a period of about 20 years increasing 

neglect saw the park go to ruin with minimal maintenance and 

repairs, and those with responsibility for the park clearly did not 

care. They only repaired the paths after they were sued by 

someone who fell and was injured.

We tried to do something about it. Sandwell Council allocated We tried to do something about it. Sandwell Council allocated 

money to improve the skatepark, but we were prevented from 

making the improvement by blockages and red tape. It was 

obvious that we would only be able to improve the park if we obvious that we would only be able to improve the park if we 

gained control of it, and it was purely by chance that I found 

that the park should have been vested in Sandwell in 1974 

under the Local Government Act 1972. We put this to 

Birmingham City Council, and after several reminders, about a 

year later they conceded. So, Lightwoods Park was transferred to 

Sandwell MBC in 2010 and we now have the chance to once 

again make it a wonderful resource, both the Park and House again make it a wonderful resource, both the Park and House 

restored their former glory.

What we now see is a fantastic commitment from both the 

Council and local community to make Lightwoods Park 

something special again and for the house to not only reflect our 

local heritage but be a valuable community resource. A 

commitment that has already been demonstrated through the 

range of events that are now held annually and have brought the 

park back to life again.

I am convinced that with the improvements that have already 

been delivered and the exciting programme to come, we will 

achieve our goal of having a second top quality ‘green flag’ 
park in Bearwood that we can all be proud of.

Yours Sincerely,Yours Sincerely,

Councillor Steve Eling
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The Deputy Leader
Sandwell Council

Abbey Ward,

Cllr Steve Eling



Letter of Support

I am writing to extend my support to the Lightwoods Park and 

House restoration bid for Parks for People HLF funding.

In the two short years since the borough of Sandwell took over 

the park from Birmingham we have already seen a large 

transformation. Perhaps the most impressive has been the way in transformation. Perhaps the most impressive has been the way in 

which the local community have embraced the park and the 

project to restore it.

There have been some large scale events, and some smaller 

events, but one of the most important thing is to see the way the 

local people use the park on a daily basis. We have already 

seen so much in a short time which has enthused the local 

residents, and going forward I think this high level of public residents, and going forward I think this high level of public 

interest and support will prove invaluable in ensuring that the 

improvements are aligned to the needs and desires of the local 

community.

As a local councillor for the area as well as a resident, I have As a local councillor for the area as well as a resident, I have 

received numerous messages of support for what we are trying to 

do to restore the Park and House to their former beauty. There is 

a thriving Friends Group committed to the project and with great 

enthusiasm for the various strands of the improvement 

programme, be that the House, the Shakespeare Garden, the 

children’s play area or the skate park.

Yours Sincerely,Yours Sincerely,

Councillor Bob Piper
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Abbey Ward,

Cllr Bob Piper



Letter of Support

It is with great pleasure to offer my sincere and robust support to 

the Lightwoods Park and House Heritage Lottery Restoration 

project.

The Council and in particular the Parks and Countryside Service 

are very proud to be associated with such an important project.

For someone who has worked in the Parks profession for over 43 For someone who has worked in the Parks profession for over 43 

years I find it so reassuring and gratifying to have been 

associated with previous successful Heritage Lottery park 

restoration projects.

The Lightwoods Park and House Project board along with local 

Friends, Councillors and partner agencies will be striving to 

achieve our ultimate goal of a successful grant application, 

leading to another major restoration of one of our parksleading to another major restoration of one of our parks

There is no doubt, since Lightwoods Park and House transferred 

from Birmingham City Council to Sandwell Metropolitan Borough 

Council in 2010, that the council has improved and breathed life 

back into the park. Under our management the park has bought 

significant benefits to the local and wider community.

If the application is successful it will allow the Council to 

improve the Park and restore the House, enabling us the improve the Park and restore the House, enabling us the 

opportunity to increase visitors’ numbers and broaden community 

use and participation.

Finally I would like to thank the Heritage Lottery Fund for their 

past support and trust that the bid for Lightwoods Park and 

House is received positively.     

                                    

Yours faithfully,Yours faithfully,

John Satchwell
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Parks & Countryside
Manager,

John Satchwell



Letter of Support

When Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council received 

Lightwoods Park and House from Birmingham City Council 

November 2010, we quickly set out our ambitions for the 

restoration of this great park as a fantastic community facility for 

the people of the surrounding areas.

Sandwell Council have now developed exciting plans to restore Sandwell Council have now developed exciting plans to restore 

the Park and House and are now actively preparing our Round 2 

bid to the Parks for People Programme, Heritage Lottery Fund.

Through our “Parks for People” project we will enhance and 
restore the historical elements of Lightwoods Park and protect 

and refurbish the beautiful Grade II listed Lightwoods House 

which is in great need of repair.

I am delighted by the outstanding level of commitment to the I am delighted by the outstanding level of commitment to the 

project from the local community.  Such strong community 

involvement, passion and interest in the project provides a 

fantastic opportunity to build on to ensure creative use and the fantastic opportunity to build on to ensure creative use and the 

sustainability of both the Park and House initiatives. I and my 

Neighbourhoods Team are determined to make the most of the 

opportunity to make a real difference to this historic park and 

house, and make accessible once more the heritage within it. 

Many local stakeholders are fully involved, including the Friends Many local stakeholders are fully involved, including the Friends 

of Lightwoods Park and House, local businesses, Surestart, the 

Primary Care Trust, local community groups and Council officers. 

There is overwhelming local support for this bid.

I am pledging my support and full backing for this exciting new I am pledging my support and full backing for this exciting new 

chapter to the park’’’s long history, and know I do so with full 
support from the people of Sandwell and especially the many 

people who visit the park every year.

Kerry Bolister

 

Area Director – Homes & Communities
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Homes & Community
Director,

Kerry Bolister



Letter of Support

The proposed restoration works to the park and house have been The proposed restoration works to the park and house have been 

the subject of several informal planning discussions over the last 

two years. From the outset, careful consideration has been given 

to the most appropriate viable uses for the house and restoration 

works for the parkland, which is evident within the Conservation 

Management Plan. The Conservation Management Plan has given 

careful consideration to the historical and cultural significance of 

the house and parkland which I consider is pertinent to the key the house and parkland which I consider is pertinent to the key 

principles set out in English Heritage’s Conservation Principles 

(2008). The supporting documents within the Planning and Listed 

Buildings applications includes a detailed Conservation Statement 

which sets out the significance of the house and fully justifies 

that the new uses will not harm significant features. The external 

facade of the building whilst introducing an element of new 

development to create the Surestart facility has been influenced 

by the historic building footprint which respects the setting of the 

house and its significance. In general, most of the proposed 

alterations would constitute repair and where some interventions 

are proposed these have been sensitively considered and have a 

limited impact of the significance of the heritage asset.  

With regard to the wider setting of the house and its parklands, With regard to the wider setting of the house and its parklands, 

careful research has been undertaken in the form of an 

Archaeological Desk Based Assessment which sets out the early 

settlement patterns of the park. Opportunities to record and 

understand about these underlying settlements can be undertaken 

as part of archaeological evaluations which can be secured 

through planning conditions. 

  

It is also recognised that following my inspection of the house in 

September 2010 just prior to its transfer to Sandwell Council, the 

house and garden features were in need of considerable 

restoration as a result of lack of maintenance, vacancy and 

vandalism. Sandwell Council has clearly set out a strategy for the vandalism. Sandwell Council has clearly set out a strategy for the 

future management and maintenance of the house and gardens 

and to date. The house has regular inspections and despite still 

remaining vacant is generally considered to be in good 

condition.

To conclude the proposals for the house and parklands provide a To conclude the proposals for the house and parklands provide a 

variety of activities which will not harm their significance and 

will ensure that the house has a number of viable new uses 

which in turn can be enjoyed by future generations.  

Alison Bishop

Conservation Officer
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Letter of Support

I am Senior Commissioning Manager for Children's Centres in 

Sandwell which focuses principally on providing support to 

families with children under 5 years of age.

The development of plans for Lightwoods House offers us a 

fantastic opportunity to deliver more services for the benefit of fantastic opportunity to deliver more services for the benefit of 

families in the Bearwood area. The unique nature of the House 

and its juxtaposition to the park will undoubtedly be a major 

attraction to the local community and will accordingly help us in 

our goal of reaching all families in the area. To have a 

dedicated children's centre in the House will ensure that we 

provide high quality services from the new facility.

We are looking at providing play services for children every day We are looking at providing play services for children every day 

of the week during term times; special activity days during 

school holiday periods and looking at options for the provision of 

services at weekends to maximise the unique position of the 

House.

Exciting times ahead!

Yours Sincerely,

Peter ForthPeter Forth

Senior Commissioning Manager - Children's Centres

Snr Commissioning
Officer,

Peter Forth
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Letter of Support

I am the Sergeant for the dedicated Neighbourhood Policing 

Team for Abbey Ward which encompasses Lightwoods House and 

Park.  

My team consists of 5 officers whose sole focus is on the 

community they serve.  Their aim is to concentrate on 

community engagement, long term problem-solving, civil community engagement, long term problem-solving, civil 

intervention measures, partnership building and providing 

consistent community feedback in a bid to improve customer 

satisfaction.

Since the transfer of the park from Birmingham City Council to Since the transfer of the park from Birmingham City Council to 

Sandwell Metropilitan Borough Council in November 2010 the 

neighbourhood team have enjoyed much involvement with the 

park itself.  We regularly attend Lightwoods Park to engage with 

the many young persons that use the park and its current 

facilities; this provides us with an opportunity to offer crime 

prevention advice for example on keeping safe; mobile phone prevention advice for example on keeping safe; mobile phone 

theft prevention and offering bike marking security kits.  We 

have also had the opportunity to police many of the local events 

held by community volunteers within the park such as the 

‘Bearwood on Ice’ project and the recent ‘Drive-in Cinema’ 

production.  Our local crime prevention officer has also been 

involved with the planning stages offering advice on aspects that involved with the planning stages offering advice on aspects that 

could contribute to crime reduction.

With the restoration of the house we envisage an opportunity to With the restoration of the house we envisage an opportunity to 

hold neighbourhood meetings and forums within the House. In 

addition it is hoped facilities would be available to allow officers 

to process necessary paperwork in the house, in the area they 

actually police rather than return to our current base at 

Smethwick – this would mean officers remaining in the area they 

need to be and optimising their patrol time and community 

reassurance in the very heart of our community.reassurance in the very heart of our community.

I am pledging my support for this very exciting project which 

will be of huge benefit to both our partners and the police and 

which can only enrich our community.

                                    

Sergeant Cheryl Reed
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Letter of Support

As Chair of the Friends of Lightwoods Park and House I wish to 

express my whole hearted support for Sandwell MBC's bid for 

funding from Heritage Lottery Fund for the restoration of our 

wonderful house and parkland.

 

Bearwood is an urban village with a wonderful tight knit Bearwood is an urban village with a wonderful tight knit 

community with great expectations. All the green space in the 

town is utilised really well with people coming from all over the 

borough and wider Birmingham area for recreation as our 

reputation for safe family parks keeps growing. 

Many people, led by local Councillors, have been campaigning Many people, led by local Councillors, have been campaigning 

for years to get this historic parkland within the control of 

Sandwell Council. This HLF funding is essential to bring 

Lightwoods Park and House back to its former glory for use by 

many, many generations to come.

 

Regards,

  

Richard Marshall

Chair of the Friends of Lightwoods Park and House

Chair of the
Friends of Lightwoods 
Park & House,

Richard Marshall
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Letter of Support

The Bearwood Promoters are very supportive of the proposals to

improve Lightwoods Park.

 

Our group organise free to attend music concerts on the Our group organise free to attend music concerts on the 

Victorian bandstand and we are very pleased to see that there 

are plans to restore it to its former glory.  We are also very 

pleased that the plans include installing an electrical supply as it 

will mean we will have a safe and reliable power source for our 

events rather than having to hire in generators at a cost.  The 

proposals to provide public toilets will also help to reduce the 

overall cost of our events as we will no longer be required to overall cost of our events as we will no longer be required to 

hire in portaloos.  Therefore the proposals will make it 

substantially cheaper for our group to put on events (as well as 

create the opportunity for others).  

To see a video of the Bearwood Shuffle at Lightwoods Park 

please follow this link: 

http://welovebearwood.blogspot.co.uk/2012/10/bearwood-promoters-agm.html

The wider proposals will create long term improvements that will 

go a long way to restoring the park to the condition that is 

strongly desired by local residents.  The decline of the park and 

house in recent years has been sad and it has been heartening 

to see the enthusiasm of residents, through the successful Friends 

Group, and Sandwell Council to improving it and organising 

events ever since it was recently handed back over from 

Birmingham City Council.Birmingham City Council.

 

The possibility of a successful HLF bid presents a huge 

opportunity to capitalise on this local enthusiasm by creating 

attractive, accessible and inclusive facilities for use by the whole 

community. The proposals contained in the consultation appear 

to meet these needs and this view is reflected in the very 

positive consultation results.

 

The importance of green space in our urban area cannot be

underestimated.  A successful HLF bid could potentially transform

Lightwoods Park into one of the best urban parks in the West Lightwoods Park into one of the best urban parks in the West 

Midlands. The people of Bearwood have really got their fingers 

crossed that the bid is successful so that the park can meet its 

full potential.

Craig Goodall

Chairman, Bearwood Promoters
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Letter of Support

I write this in support of the proposed bid for Lightwoods House 

and Park and as an introduction to myself.

I am a local resident and value greatly the park and can’t stress I am a local resident and value greatly the park and can’t stress 

how much I feel Bearwood and its residents need the proposals 

to go ahead. The improvements and potential facilities would be 

of great benefit to so many members of the community and to 

all ages.

I especially would hope to be able to offer my ideas and skills I especially would hope to be able to offer my ideas and skills 

to the project should the bid be successful. I have attended a 

number of the consultations/meetings and have much to offer, I 

realise there is a tender process to follow and may not be 

selected. But wish to stress my commitment as someone whose selected. But wish to stress my commitment as someone whose 

family regularly uses the park and craves the kind of facility that 

could be created here as Bearwood needs it. Something you will 

hopefully recognise from the bid and community feedback.

I have been running my own business since 1995 and have a 

passion for the environment we inhabit and how to improve it 

with well thought, well made interventions. 

I work to commission both public and private. I have worked I work to commission both public and private. I have worked 

with schools, communities, councils, consultants and architects.

I have the skills and experience to perform traditionally made 

conservation and heritage work, and am passionate about work 

in a public setting.  With many ideas for the various areas of the 

Park, Gardens and House.

I hope you find this and the images I send of interest. Please I hope you find this and the images I send of interest. Please 

also feel free to look at my website and contact me with any 

questions you may have.

Yours Sincerely

Ian Moran

Artist Blacksmith

Artist Blacksmith,

Ian Moran
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Letter of Support

My family have spent many, many hours in this Park, I myself as 

a young child remember the Shakespeare Garden and the Aviary. 

I'm proud to see the transformation and planned restoration of 

this marvellous House and Park.

My Son was actively involved in the development of the skate My Son was actively involved in the development of the skate 

park and we were all there on the day of it’s opening. The park 
had a tremendous community feel and the support for this park 

was reflected by the attendance. More recently we attended the 

drive in movie, again a fabulous event with a great community 

feel.

Well done to all who have worked on this bid submission, you Well done to all who have worked on this bid submission, you 

have my whole families support.

Paul Marshall

Friend of Lightwoods
Park & House,

Paul Marshall

Letter of Support

To support the bid for work to renovate the house in Lightwoods To support the bid for work to renovate the house in Lightwoods 

Park, I would like to say that Bearwood is a vibrant community 

which is in danger of losing its own identity. Residents have 

been encouraged greatly by the work in the Park and there is a 

new liveliness and energy about the area. The idea of 

Lightwoods House coming alive too and being available as a 

centre for local people to meet and follow their interests together 

is lovely. It is a beautiful building and deserves care and the is lovely. It is a beautiful building and deserves care and the 

people of Bearwood will use it well. It will help them to rebuild 

their sense of Bearwood as a community.

Thank you for your hard work.

Ruth Chadderton 

Resident of Bearwood for 20 years

Friend of Lightwoods
Park & House,

Ruth Chadderton
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Letter of Support

My family and I would like to express our support for the 

Lightwoods Park and House Restoration Project. The Black 

Country needs to make better use of its abundant assets to attract 

visitors and activity to the area, and given Lightwoods Park 

position on a main route between Birmingham City Centre and position on a main route between Birmingham City Centre and 

the M5 and being adjacent to Edgbaston and Harborne in 

Birmingham it really has a lot of potential to be a well-used and 

popular place to visit and enjoy. Similarly, the very active 

community in Bearwood is crying out for facilities and resources 

to provide a platform for its talent and passion.

Daniel Carins

Friend of Lightwoods 
Park & House,

Daniel Carins

Letter of Support

I have used Lightwoods Park since a ‘babe in arms’ and I have 
seen the park gradually decline since the 1990’s with the 
disinterest of the then owners Birmingham City Council, through to disinterest of the then owners Birmingham City Council, through to 

the ‘Renaissance’ that Lightwoods Park is going through having 
been bought into Sandwell MBC ownership from Birmingham City 

Council.

I am so pleased to at last see some investment in Lightwoods I am so pleased to at last see some investment in Lightwoods 

Park. The last time any money was pumped into the park to my 

knowledge was when the children’s playground was refurbished, 
reinvigorated and revamped in the early 1990’s for a the television 
show: ‘Challenge Anneka’ with presenter Anneka Rice.

I hope that the amount of the I hope that the amount of the £5.2million HLF bid is granted by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and I am looking forward to enjoying 

Lightwoods Park with my Grandchildren.

I look forward to the improvement of Lightwoods Park and House 

using the successful HLF bid monies.... it will do so much to 

enhance Bearwood's Community and complement so well the  

‘Peoples Park’, Warley Woods just up Lightwoods Hill.

Keith BraceyKeith Bracey

Friend of Lightwoods 
Park & House,

Keith Bracey
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This Lightwoods Park and House 'Parks for People' bid has been compiled by an outstanding

team who have worked exceptionally well together. This team comprises Sandwell MBC's 

Parks and Countryside Services, Sandwell MBC's Landscape Architects - Urban Design and 

Building Services, Community First Partnership, Christopher Thomas Architects, Ashmead 

Price, Faarup Associates and the Lightwoods Park and House Project Board.

A big thank you to everyone who has contributed to the bid, especially the Friends of 

Lightwoods Park and House, Ken Harrison, all of the parks volunteers and members of the Lightwoods Park and House, Ken Harrison, all of the parks volunteers and members of the 

local community, whose help and support is as always invaluable to the future success of 

the park and house.

Images provided by:

Andrew Maxam - Maxam Cards: www.maxamcards.co.uk
Ken Harrison - Ken Harrison Photography: www.kenharrisonphotography.co.uk
Jane Williams - Photography and Journalism: www.wordsandimages.org.uk
Other images courtesy of Sandwell Council Other images courtesy of Sandwell Council 

Cherie O’’Sullivan, Lightwoods Park Project Officer
Parks and Countryside Services, Sandwell MBC 

Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 3DE

Tel: 0121 569 4740, Email: cherie_osullivan@sandwell.gov.uk
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